
S-003-001

In coordination with the Washington State Recreation and Conservation

Office (RCO), and the National Park Service (NPS), WSDOT developed

a Section 6(f) Environmental Evaluation to analyze the conversion of

Section 6(f) resources by the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project.  WSDOT

has determined that the affected Section 6(f) property is a recreational

trail complex that includes two named trails, as well as the two parks

along Montlake Cut and Union Bay where the trails are located. These

are Ship Canal Waterside Trail and the Arboretum Waterfront Trail,

located in East Montlake Park and Washington Park Arboretum. The

Final Section 6(f) Environmental Evaluation provides information on the

effects of using this Section 6(f) resource, and the effects to the

replacement site, at a level that is consistent with the RCO and NPS

requirements for environmental evaluation, while simultaneously

satisfying NEPA requirements. The environmental evaluation addresses

the points outlined in your April 14, 2010 comment letter. The findings

from the Final Section 6(f) Environmental Evaluation are presented in

Chapter 10 of the Final EIS.

The final Section 6(f) Environmental Evaluation will be included as part

of the grantee agencies’ (University of Washington and City of Seattle)

application to the RCO and NPS, in which they request approval of the

conversion of Section 6(f) property and replacement with the Bryant

Building site, which is further described in the document. The grantees

are expected to submit this application to RCO after FHWA issues its

Record of Decision for the project.

As a guide, WSDOT has entered a Memorandum of Understanding with

the City of Seattle and the University of Washington to identify Section

6(f) property conversion and replacement process commitments through

RCO and NPS approval. The Memorandum of Understanding will stand

through development of individual Memorandum of Agreements with the

University of Washington and the City of Seattle to formalize property
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transaction after FHWA issues a Record of Decision in summer 2011

and as part of the Conversion Package submitted to RCO for Board

approval.
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